
of Transportation, New Mexico 
Department of Transportation, 
and Bureau of Indian Affairs. 

In addition to providing a 
forum for Native American com-
munities to receive technical 
assistance, the McKinley County 
Road Forum highlighted emerg-
ing trends and issues facing 
tribal communities with a focus 
on transportation and how it is a 
vital part of community and 
economic development, includ-
ing the need for collaboration 
with Federal, State, local, and 
tribal governments.  

[Continued, Page 2] 

expressed frustration at the 
length of time and complexities 
encountered in navigating the 
myriad of transportation bu-
reaucracies.  

To assist Native American 
communities, the Forum 
brought the complexities of 
transportation planning down 
to earth by using a combination 
of presenters and simple to 
understand flowcharts. 

The McKinley County 
Road Forum familiarized par-
ticipants with the unique land-
scapes, agencies, and processes 
that successful community 
leaders navigated to complete 
road projects.  

More importantly, the 
Forum brought together the 
various tribal, state, and federal 
departments and agencies in-
volved in road development 
including Navajo Department 

2011 MCKINLEY COUNTY ROAD FORUM: 
“GETTING FROM RIGHT-OF-WAY TO GROUNDBREAKING” 

EDA CONFERENCE: INNOVATION & ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
COG Attends EDA Southwest 
Conference. 

The Northwest New Mexico 
COG is an EDA-designated 
‘Economic Development Dis-
trict’ (EDD).  Under that banner, 
Executive Director Jeff Kiely and 
Planner Michael Sage attended 
the EDA Southwest Regional Con-
ference on Innovation and Entre-
preneurship, held in downtown 
Albuquerque. 

 The EDA conference pre-
sented an opportunity for COGs 
and EDDs to interact and learn 
from entrepreneurs, researchers, 

and innovators based in the 5-
state Southwest Region.  

The relationship between 
our COG and the EDA-Austin 
Regional Office will enable 
communities to “plant seeds of 
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship” throughout the region, 
driving economic growth and 
supporting new clusters, busi-
nesses, technologies, and jobs.  

Last year, the US Economic 
Development Administration 
marked 45 years of public ser-
vice. 

 

Today, EDA and its partners 
are focusing on helping regions 
create “economic ecosystems” 
that can withstand, and even 
thrive on, a changing economy.  

[Continued, Page 5] 
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The parking lot of the How-
ard Johnson Inn was full, and 
inside the convention center it 
was standing room only. 

Over 150 people, representing  
31 of the 33 Navajo Chapters in 
McKinley County, and the Pueblo 
of Zuni, had come to attend the 
2011 McKinley County Road Fo-
rum. 

Sponsored by McKinley 
County and organized by the 

COG, the 2011 McKinley County 

Road Forum was a 1-day forum 
intended to assist Native Ameri-
can communities in McKinley 
County with development of 
road/transportation projects. 

Newly elected McKinley 
County Commissioners Genevieve 
Jackson and Carol Bowman-
Muskett recognized the need for 
the Forum based on feedback 
provided by their Native Ameri-
can constituents, who repeatedly 



State Transportation Commission Comes to Gallup 
 COG leads the charge to highlight transportation needs in northwest New Mexico  

The City of Gallup  

along with McKinley 

County, and sup-

ported by the NW 

RPO, welcomed and 

served as host to the 

2nd meeting of the 

2011 season for the 

State Transportation 

Committee.  

COG Senior Planner Evan Willams provided a strong overview of transportation needs 

as a whole for the region, while highlighting recent successes in McKinley County such as 

the hugely success McKinley County Road Forum.  

Key Points: 

¶ Completion of Highway 491 needs to be the State of New Mexico’s #1 road priority. 

¶ Increase maintenance of state roads serving as major transportation corridors for the 

region: 

ß NM 118 (Route 66— Cibola & McKinley County) 

ß NM 371 (McKinley & San Juan County) 

ß NM 400 & 602 (McKinley County)  

¶ Support collaborative partnerships involving Tribal, State, and Federal funding agen-

cies to complete transportation projects.  
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State Transportation      

Commissionɂ2011 Schedule: 

¶ May 19 (Gallup, NM) 

¶ June 16 (Raton, NM) 

¶ July 21 (Farmington, NM) 

¶ August 18 (Albuquerque, NM) 

¶ September 15 (Las Cruces, NM) 

¶ October 20 (Clayton, NM) 

¶ November 17 (Fort Sumner, 
NM) 

 
 

District 6 Commissioner:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jackson Gibson 

 

NEXT NWRPO MEETING 

June 2, 2011τ10 AM 

NWRPO Roundtable 

Red Mesa Wind Farm  

Seboyeta, NM  

OPEN TO PUBLIC, OFFICIALS WELCOME 

Please contact us to get a introduction 

and full presentation on the RPO at your 

 

2011 MCKINLEY COUNTY ROAD FORUM (continued) 
“GETTING FROM RIGHT-OF-WAY TO GROUNDBREAKING” 

[Continued from Page 1] 

Based on the overwhelming success of 

the McKinley County Road Forum and the 

momentum it has generated, plans are al-

ready underway to follow up with a 

‘McKinley County Road Technical Assistance 

Workshop’, with the intent of providing 

more direct one-on-one technical assistance 

with Native American communities as they 

plan through their transportation projects.  

Special thanks to District 6 Transporta-

tion Commissioner  Jackson Gibson for pro-

viding leadership at the Forum! 

 

PICTURED ABOVE: Keynote 
Speaker Arthur Allison, Cabinet 
Secretary of Indian Affairs—the first 
Navajo to fill the position. Mr. Alli-
son  participated throughout the 
day’s events.  



Building Sustainability—COG visits Sacramento and Land-of-Sky COGs 
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In June 2009, the  Partnership for Sustainable Communities was 

formed by the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), 

the US Department of Transportation (DOT), and the US Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA). Under guidance from the Obama Administra-

tion, these agencies have pledged to ensure that housing and transporta-

tion goals are met while protecting the environment and promoting eco-

nomic development 

Following the creation of the partnership, federal agency representatives for the North Carolina region approached 

local officials in the Ashville area to receive community input on the emerging federal Sustainable Community Initiative 

(SCI).  

In May 2011, Senior Planner Evan Williams traveled to Ashville, NC to participate in the NADO-sponsored ‘Peer  

Exchange’ program, which included visits with the Land-of -Sky Regional Council and Southwestern Commission. 

Land-of-Sky Regional Council, located in western North Carolina, is considered one of the nation’s preeminent COGs.  

Back in March, also as part of the NADO Peer Exchange program, COG Executive Director Jeff Kiely traveled to Sac-

ramento, CA to tour that agriculture-rich region and learn from the Sacramento Area Council of Governments and its 

edge-cutting Rural -Urban Connections initiative.  

Mr. Kiely currently serves on the Board of Directors for NADO.  

There is something afoot in the Zuni Mountains — No, its not   

Bigfoot, its Trails!  

The Zuni Mountains Trails Partnership has been hard to at work 

building an integrated network of non-motorized trails in the Zuni Mountains. Cibola County and 

McKinley County have been partnering to access Title II funds made available through the Secure 

Rural Schools Act. Both Counties were successful in November 2010 in accessing $150,000 in Title II 

funds to help expedite the NEPA Environmental Assessment needed for non-motorized trail devel-

opment. 

Now, both Counties are part-

nering once again to access Title II 

funds. Cibola County and McKinley 

County have passed resolutions to 

apply for approximately $180,000 in 

Title II funds. When secured, the 

funds will be used to continue 

NEPA work on the Zuni Mountain 

Trails. The remaining funds will be 

used for trail maintenance in the 

Mt. Taylor area; work which will be 

funded by Title II funds and employ 

the youth of Grants.   

An Evening with IMBA  

Trail Solutions! 

Tuesday, May 24th, 7 pm 

Future Family Foundations 

CenterɂGrants, NM 

Find out IMBA’s perspective on 

trails recreation in the Zuni 

Mountains.  

 

 

Join Us to See  

What All the Fuss is About! 

Hilso Trailhead & McGaffey 

Trails Dedication: 

June 4thɂ11 am 

Zuni Mountains  

Zuni Mountains Trails Partnership building Momentum 
ά{Ƴŀƭƭ ǘƻǿƴǎ ϧ .LD ¢La9 ¢w!L[{έ 
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COG travels to Philadelphia for Brownfields Conference 
άaŀǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ .Ǌƻǿƴ-to-DǊŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ .ǊƻǘƘŜǊƭȅ [ƻǾŜέ 

Ȱ/52 2%')/.ȟ 9/52 #/'ȱ 

       The Philadelphia Reading Terminal, once the epicen-

ter of the City of Philadelphia’s commuter train system, 

having since been renovated into the massive Philadelphia 

Convention Center, served as the backdrop for the 2011 

National Brownfields Conference .  

       The 14th National Brownfields Conference was held in 

Philadelphia, PA on April 3-5, 2011. This one-of-a-kind 

event is the largest, most comprehensive conference in the nation focused on economic develop-

ment through environmental revitalization.  

COG planners Evan Williams and Michael Sage spent four days in Philadelphia learning from 

and networking among 4,000 professionals in the field of Brownfields. They were joined by Farm-

ington city planner Cindy Lopez, a partner in our regional Brownfields Assessment Coalition, 

with a special eye on ideas to implement in Farmington’s Metropolitan Redevelopment Area 

(MRA). 

The COG is the recipient of a $1 million EPA Brownfields Assessment Grant, funded by way 

of the American Recovery & Reinvestment Act.  COG Senior Planner Evan Williams serves as 

project manager for this important Brownfields Grant.  

Brownfields are rural or urban industrial commercial sites that are abandoned or underused 

because of real or perceived contamination. Communities across the country face the challenge of 

putting these idle sites back to work, from old industrial cities with thousands of acres of aban-

doned factories to rural villages built around derelict mines or timber mills.  

Evan, who served as a presenter during last years 2010 National 

Brownfields Conference, no doubt enjoyed the opportunity to at-

tend without the burden of presenting. “I was able to attend quite a 

few more sessions than last year,” Evan reported.  

The National Brownfields Conference is the largest, most com-

prehensive conference focused on cleaning up and redeveloping 

these abandoned, underutilized, and potentially contaminated 

properties. 
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 Kiely and Sage attended a presenta-

tion by EDA Assistant Secretary John    

Fernandez.  

 While attending the EDA Conference, 

COG staff had the opportunity to partici-

pate in a NADO membership briefing con-

ducted by NADO Executive Director Matt 

Chase and EDA Austin Regional Director 

Pedro Garza.   

Matt and Pedro warned that Federal policy 

might be shifting toward “metro” and away 

from rural/small-town economic projects. 

In addition, NADO Staff provided an 

update on federal budget and policy issues, 

including EDA’s reauthorization and    

appropriations issues.  

KEY METRICS FOR EDA INVESTMENTS: 

¶ # of jobs created 

¶ Wages to be paid 

¶ Private investment generated 

¶ Revenue expected to be generated.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDA SW Conference (continued)  

άΦΦΦŜƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǎŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎƘƛǇέ 

Key achievements reached under 
Theresa Lee include:  

¶ IRS Compliance Check (2011) 

¶ EPA Compliance Check (2011) 

¶ COG Audit (2010)—Zero Findings  

¶ 10-Year review of ELF Program (2009) 

¶ Conversion from QuickBooks to 
Caselle Accounting Software (2008) & 
to the Caselle “Clarity” version (2011). 

The COG staff wish Theresa Lee all the 
best in her future endeavors! 

COG loses a valuable member   

COG Finance Manager Theresa Lee 
announced her resignation from the 
COG, effective May 27, 2011. 

Theresa was employed with the COG 
for over 5 years. 

Theresa played a pivotal role in stabi-
lizing the COG finance office leading a 
complete reorganization of the depart-
ment.   

Under Theresa’s leadership, in FY 
2010 the COG Audit report had “zero” 
Findings — a first-ever achievement!  

Theresa assisted the COG during its 
Executive Director transition. Her exper-
tise no doubt helped to ensure a smooth 
transition.  

Theresa Lee - Finance Manager Leaves COG 

Thank You 

Theresa!  

 Phase II will expand the project area and tar-

get an additional 40 homes for weatherization.  

 Phase II weatherization are expected to be 

completed by August 2011.  

Local Partners & Leaders: 

¶ Village of Milan 

¶ Diamond G Hardware Store 

¶ Continental Divide Electric Cooperative 

¶ Tohatchi Area Opportunity Services (TAOS) 

Milan ECO Project a Success! 

Milan ECO Project expands to wea-

therize more homes.   

 Phase I of the Milan ECO Project is 

near conclusion and by all accounts, the 

project has been a resounding success.  

 Phase I succeeded in weatherizing 

approximately 55 homes and 10 business 

in the Village of Milan.  

Plans are currently underway for a 

Phase II. 

Ken Hughes, NM EMNRD; Jeff 

Kiely, NWNMCOG; Jason 

Jones, Green Horizon; Marcella 

Sandoval, Milan; Mac Juarez, 

Continental Divide. 



In Washington, DC, federal agencies are 

launching inter-departmental initiatives.  And 

many of the initiatives are calling for regional 

applications. 

²ŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ “Sustainable 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ DǊŀƴǘέ pro-

gram, headed up by HUD in partnership with 

DOT & EPA.  Regional awards were made last 

year.  Now we want to put our hat in the ring. 

To build our expertise in this arena, Senior 

Planner Evan Williams and I took advantage of 

b!5hΩǎ άtŜŜǊ 9ȄŎƘŀƴƎŜέ program.  In March I 

visited the Sacramento COG, and in May Evan 

visited the Land of Sky COG in western North 

Carolina.  Great stuff to learn from!   

 ²ŜΩǊŜ  ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ŀ о-year, $1 million EPA 

ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άBrownfields Assessment Coali-

ǘƛƻƴΣέ and things are  starting to pop!  All over 

our region,  former industrial sites are being 

assessed for pollutants, in preparation for 

άƴŜȄǘ ǇƘŀǎŜέ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ Ŏƻƴπ

tamination, and then the exciting work of 

redeveloping and reusing these properties. 

In late April, we participated in the New 

Mexico Rural Economic Development Forum 

held by the New Mexico Rural Alliance in 

Gallup.  As part of the Forum, we were able to 

ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǇǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ 

economic development plan.   

Regionalism όōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ άŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳπ

ǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎέ ōȅ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜπ

sources together across political boundaries). 

Collaboration (getting things done and opti-

mizing resources by working together as coalitions of 

agencies and groups). 

Integration (making things work as a unified 

ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ōȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀǘƛŎ άǎƛƭƻǎέ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀǾƛƴƎ 

disciplines together). 

Quality of Place (setting a clear vision, making 

sound plans & unifying local efforts & resources to 

create attractive, safe & livable communities). 

Sustainability (building capacity in communi-

ties & regions to increase self-sufficiency, tap renew-

able resources & local food supplies and  provide mo-

bility & opportunity for all people). 

Right-Sizing (making government more stream-

lined & efficient by achieving efficiencies of scale, 

reducing bureaucratic processes and tapping regional 

councils as hubs & liaisons between federal, state & 

local government. 

These are the themes emerging from the many 

ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭΣ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ 

been involved in over the past several months.  

And the Councils of Governments τ άǘƘŜ /hDǎέ τ 

are right in the middle of these conversations. 

Also in April, we celebrated successful comple-

tion of Phase I of our άaƛƭŀƴ 9/hέ project, install-

ing simple weatherization solutions in over 50 

homes in the Village. 

In early May, we helped welcome the 5-state 

Economic Development Conference sponsored in 

!ƭōǳǉǳŜǊǉǳŜ ōȅ 95!Ωǎ !ǳǎǘƛƴ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ 

And in mid-May we helped organize & facili-

tate the aŎYƛƴƭŜȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ άwƻŀŘ CƻǊǳƳΣέ at-

tended by 150 from more than 30 Chapters of the 

Navajo Nation.  One of our highlights was hosting 

& getting to know new New Mexico Cabinet Secre-

tary for Indian Affairs, Mr. Arthur Allison.    

/ƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ Χ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ нƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ Ŏƻ-hosting the 

bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ άwth wƻǳƴŘǘŀōƭŜέ with Cibola 

County Commission Chair Eddie Michael in the 

/ŜōƻƭƭŜǘŀ [ŀƴŘ DǊŀƴǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ 

new Red Mesa Wind Farm. 

¢ƘŜ /hD ŎǊŜǿ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ άǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ǿƘŜŜƭέ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

our vision: 

“Leading the field to 

 empower communities & move the region.” 

From all of us , our 

best wishes for a great 

Summer,   

Jeff 

Notes from the Director 

409 South Street 

Gallup, NM 87301 

Phone: 505-722-4327 

Fax: 505-722-9211 

“Advancing Northwest New Mexico  

by serving local governments  

through regional partnership, 

since 1972.” 

NORTHWEST 

NEW MEXICO 

COUNCIL OF 

GOVERNMENTS 

COG Calendar — Important Dates: 

www.nwnmcog.com  

The COG is now on the internet, and trying to 

make this a useful tool for members.  Please con-

tact us with advice on how to make it user-friendly 

& an interactive regional resource. 

Meeting  Date  Time  Place 

Memorial Day Event 

(Gallup Veterans Committee) 

May 30  9am Courthouse Square  

Gallup, NM 

NW RPO Roundtable 

 (Tour Red Mesa Wind Farm) 

June  2 10am  Seboyeta, NM  

NADO Board Retreat 

(J. Kiely, NADO Bd Member) 

June 4-6  ~ Pinehurst, NC 

NW RPO Tech Committee June 8 10am NDOT Conf Rm.    

Window Rock, AZ 

CDBG Implementation 

Workshop 

June 15 ~ Albuquerque, NM 

COG Staff Retreat June 23-24 ~ McKinley County 

NW RPO Tech Committee July 13 10am TBD 

COG Annual Board Meeting  

& Luncheon 

August 24  9am Cibola County 


